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Thus conscription taught the lesson that
intelligent citizenship and good health is
a greater guarantee of peace and equality
than guns and trained soldiers.
The peace conference, in Paris, which
settled the issues of the World War, deter-
mined that conscription should be? abandoned
in all countries.
CONSERVATION. Until within recent
years the attention of Americans had never
been directed to the great waste that has
taken place in connection with the country's
natural resources. Half of the contents of
coal mines has been wasted in mining; forests
have been carelessly cut over and have been
burned; water power has not been utilized
or has been given to private enterprises and
thus closed to the use of all the people.
These first two gifts of nature have been
used as freely as though the supply were ex-
haustless, and the third has been largely
ignored by the general public; but there has
come an awakening to the necessity of rem-
edying the reckless waste that has already
jeopardized the future.
Another element to be recorded in. conser-
vation is preservation of soil fertility. It
ranks in importance with the other three.
This would appear to be vital only to the
agricultural community, but really it affects
in no uncertain way every citizen, for we are
all dependent upon the products of the soil
for our existence.
JSTational interest in conservation began in
1908, in which year President Roosevelt
called a conference of the governors of all
the states and other representative men. to
meet in Washington to consider measures
for preserving the public lands, streams,
forests and minerals from monopolies and
from unnecessary waste. Following this
meeting, on June 8 the President appointed
a national conservation commission, consist-
ing of 48 members, representing all the
states. This commission organized with
Giflrord Pinchot as chairman, and was divided
into the following sections: water resources,
land resources, forest resources and mineral
resources. A commission was also appointed
to devise plans for the cooperation of the var-
ious state governments with the national
government.
One of the immediate results of tbis-stady
of the nation's resources was an order of t&e •
President withdrawing public lands from pos-
sible purchase by private interests to the. ex-
 tent of almost 235,000,000 acres, so that the
natural riches in them might be conserved
for the future. Since then other millions of
acres have been saved from waste in like
manner. On many areas not all rights have
been retained by the government; surface
rights may be retained, or mineral, or water
rights, while one or more of the others have
been allotted to private interests under prop-
er safeguards.
The Natural Conservation Association was
organized in 1909, and has permanent head-
quarters in Xew York City. Its purpose is
to unite in one great national organization
all who take an active interest in the con-
servation movement.
CONSERVATIVE, konsu/vativyia Great
Britain and Canada, the political party
which favors the maintenance of existing
conditions rather than the introduction of
radical reforms, when such conditions are in
the main satisfactory. The Conservatives in
England are the successors of the Tories.
See liberal; tory.
CONSERVATORY, kon su/va tori, a
school giving instruction in all branches of
music. Conservatories were originally
benevolent establishments attached to hos-
pitals, charitable or religious institutions.
In France the musical school established in
connection with the Opera in 1795, under
the name of Conservatoire de Musique, is
now the most famous school of music in
the world. The Conservatorium at Leipzig
is perhaps the most influential in Germany.
The most noted American conservatories are
the National Conservatory in New York, the
New England Conservatory in Boston and
the Peahody Institute in Baltimore. The
name is also applied in America to a botan-
ical garden or other collection of flowers and
shrubs.
OON'SOLE, in architecture, a projecting
ornamental bracket, often in the form of a
scroll or letter £. It is employed to support
a cornice, bust, vase or the like, but it is an
almost purely decorative element. See
COEBE3J.
CONSONANT, kon'sonant, a letter so
named because it is usually sounded in con-
nection with a vowel. Some consonants have
- hardly any sound, even, when united with a
vowel, serving then merely to determine the
manner of beginning1 or ending the vowel
sounds; as in ap, pa, at, ta. In uttering
a consonant there is always greater or less

